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as a dangerous magnet, tending to draw away Austria's
Serb subjects to form the "Greater Serbia/'  If the decaying
Turkish Empire should ever fall to pieces, if nationalist
revolts should break out in Austria-Hungary in some crisis,
such as the death of Emperor Francis Joseph, or if war
should 'be declared in the Balkans or in Europe, Serbia
would be likely to try to annex territories inhabited largely
by Serbs.   Probably Pan-Slav interests would lead Russia
to support the Serbians,  If Serbia secured Bosnia, her next
step would be to attempt to unite the Croats, the Dalma-
tians, the Slovenes, and the Serbs in the Banat in southern
Hungary.   This would encourage the other subject nation-
alities under Hapsburg rule—the Rumanians, Czechs and
Slovaks—to break away.  This would spell Finis AustriaeJ
In view of the danger to the Dual Monarchy from its
subject nationalities, Austrian officials began to adopt meas-
ures to stifle this growing movement in Serbia for political
and economic  independence  from  Hapsburg influence,
Serbia, having no direct outlet to the sea, had been virtu-
ally dependent upon Austria-Hungary for a market for her
agricultural products.   To strengthen herself, Serbia began
in 1905 to negotiate with Bulgaria for a customs-union;
but Austria interfered.   In 1906, when the Austro-Serbian
tariff treaty expired, feeling in both countries ran so high
that it was not renewed, especially as the Magyar land-
lords found that Serbian products came into competition
with their own.   As a consequence, a bitter tariff war—
the so-called "Pig War"—ensued.  But instead of crushing
Serbia economically, Austria only caused the Serbians to
seek other markets, especially in Germany; and at home
the Serbians began to erect slaughter houses and factories
of their own.   Germany easily managed to supply the
Serbian peasants with goods which had formerly come from
Austria.   This displacement of Austrian by German goods
T'C/.   Conrad, I, 13-28.

